Poplar Street
Primary School

with your child on these activities as they play a vital role in underpinning
their school learning.
There are many opportunities to get involved in school. Poplar Street
has a vibrant and energetic PFA and you automatically qualify as a
member to help with fundraisers and social events. We would also
expect to see you at parent’s evenings, sporting events, presentations
and performances. Please also feel free to offer your services as a
helper in school – you will be most welcome!
Finally, I would like to say how excited I am that you are considering
or have chosen Poplar Street for your child. Please feel free to come
and speak to me about any questions or queries you may have; you’ll
find me at the school gates most days! I am looking forward to a happy
and successful partnership with you as we continue to work together
and aim high!
With kind regards,
Mr. Iain Linsdell, Head teacher

Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to Poplar Street Primary School. I hope you will find the information in this pack useful in helping
you and your child to settle in and become part of our family. If you are reading this as an aid to helping you
decide which school is right for your child, I hope it proves helpful.
We believe that learning should be of the highest quality for every child, in every lesson, every day.
Please take some time to take a look at our agreed values; they are a promise to our community to make every day’s experience as
good as it can be for every child. Our approach is very much centred around developing both excellence and enjoyment for children
and we feel strongly that they learn best when they are happy, safe and are enjoying school. Our school has
excellent facilities, including a wealth of IT and sporting resources and we work hard to ensure that your
child will receive a varied and engaging range of experiences during their time with us.
We believe in promoting good health and wellbeing and we are delighted to offer your child
lots of activities both during and after school. We strive to support your child in aiming high
and we take part in many inter-school tournaments and festivals, promoting your child’s
skills and talents, including through sport and the arts.
The most important people in any child’s life and learning are their parents and
carers and I want to assure you that we share in your passion for your child’s
education. The home-school partnership is crucial to your child’s development so
it is important that we work together to support them in being as good as they
can be. It is equally vital that we work in partnership during the times when
your child is finding school challenging and we will involve you fully during
these times. We will aim to regularly and clearly communicate your child’s
successes and challenges to keep you well informed and fully involved in your
child’s education. Your child will receive homework activities on a regular
basis. This could take many forms, from regular reading and spelling work to
online homework, maths activities or project work. I would urge you to work

Mid-year admissions
Our School’s mission statement
Working together – aiming high!
Because we value everybody’s contribution in our drive
to achieve and exceed our goals.

Our Values

We believe that everybody in our organisation has a right to expect these things and a
responsibility to foster and deliver them. They are the benchmark against which everything
we do is measured. They are not aims, to be delivered somewhere in the future, but a set of
beliefs that we consider to be the foundation of what we do for every child, every member
of staff, every member of our community - every day.

Parents of children due to be admitted during the school year
are invited to a ‘Welcome Meeting’ to meet key staff where
arrangements and the work of the school are explained to
them. Children are given the opportunity to visit school to meet
their teachers and individual arrangements will be made as
appropriate for each child.
If you are moving into Tameside or you wish to pursue a transfer,
forms can be obtained from the school you are wanting to move
to from or to, the School Admissions Team. Telephone:
0161 3204/4068/3214

Attendance
If your child is absent please telephone school on the first day of absence. A note should be sent to the school by parents/carers
when the child returns. The importance of regular attendance and punctuality at school cannot be too highly stressed. Irregular
attendance will be referred to the Education Welfare Officer. It is the legal obligation of all parents to see that their child
attends school regularly and punctually. Average attendance rating is 96.5%.
Family holidays should be taken out of school term time. Failure to adhere to this guidance may result in a fixed penalty fine
and/or prosecution by the local authority. Any absence is detrimental to your child’s education and attendance rates are
monitored carefully. If your child’s attendance falls below acceptable standards or if your child is persistently late, you will
be informed by letter and the Education Welfare Officer may become involved. To promote high attendance, various rewards
are given in school, these include class and individual certificates and badges. Special treats can also be won in raffles for
those children with good attendance.

The School Day
We open the doors at 8.45am to allow children to get themselves settled with an option to complete a morning
spelling or maths task. School begins promptly at 8.55am and ends at 3.05pm for reception children, 3.10pm for
Years 1 & 2 and 3.15pm for years 3, 4, 5 & 6.
Nursery session times are Morning 8.45am to 11.45am and Afternoon - 12.30pm to 3.30pm.
Children should be escorted to school by a responsible adult. The doors open at 8.45am and pupils are
greeted by members of staff before proceeding to their classes from this time up to 8.55am. Please
leave the children at the door and if you have a message for the class teacher, we will ensure that it is
passed on using our message book or alternatively you can write in your child’s planner.

Lates – If your child arrives later than 9.00am, the doors on the playground
will be closed. Pupils must be escorted into school through the main
reception to give their name to the office staff. If your child arrives after
9.15am they will get a late mark for the morning session. Arriving after
9.30am, your child will lose their mark for that morning and similarly
after 1.00pm a child will lose an afternoon mark.
Dental/Medical appointments – Where possible, routine dental and
medical appointments should be made before or after school. If
children need to leave school during the day for medical or dental
appointments, parents are requested to sign them out and back
in again on their return. These measures are essential in case of
evacuation of the building because of fire etc.
Collecting your child – It is recommended that children under the
age of 16 do not collect Foundation Stage and KS1 children. If you
are unable to collect your child from school at the end of the day and
you wish your child to go home with someone other than your agreed
responsible adult, you MUST let school know via a message or a phone call.
Drop off and pick up – Car parking on the school site is restricted to staff
and authorised visitors ONLY. Parents are requested to observe the restricted
parking area surrounding the school and have consideration for local residents. We
do encourage parents to walk with their children to school. Please help us keep the
children’s journey to and from school SAFE!

Medication

Dinner arrangements must be decided at the beginning of a term. Any parent wishing to change their child’s
dinner arrangement should contact the school office.

If your child needs medication, but is well enough to attend school, PARENTS must bring the medicine to the school
office and fill in a permission form. Without this form, the medication will not be given.

ParentPay

Only medicines prescribed to the child at least 4 times daily will be administered. The medicine should be clearly
labelled with the name, exact dose, and times to be given. Medicine may be administered by a responsible adult named
by the headteacher. If your child needs to carry an inhaler, please ensure this information is given on the contact
form and let the teacher know.

Poplar Street uses a more convenient way to pay for school trips/visits, after school clubs and much more
online, using a secure service called ParentPay. We are working towards no longer accepting cash and cheque
payments, making the school a cash-free environment.
ParentPay is also used for communicating with parents via email and SMS so please ensure your contact details are
kept up to date to avoid missing out on information sent out.

Before and After school child care

Do you qualify for free school meals?

Poplar Street operates a very popular breakfast and after school club providing childcare for children aged 4-11 who
attend the school.
Opening hours are- 7.45am-8.45am (Breakfast) 3.15pm- 5.30pm (after school)
Please contact the school office for availability of places and charges information.

Free Pit-Stop Breakfast Offer
We offer every child from Reception to Year 6 a FREE breakfast each morning. Children can come in through the
main school entrance at 8.30am to have something to eat before the school day starts.

Children of families who are on low income in receipt of Universal Credit, Employment and Support Allowance (Income Related),
Income Support, Job Seekers Allowance (Income based) or Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit, Child Tax Credit only,
but who are not entitled to Working Tax Credit, and whose annual income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) does not exceed
£16,190.00. If you are in receipt of Child Tax Credit, you will need to attend one of the Council’s Customer Service Centre’s and
present your Child Tax Credit award notice.

Registering for free school meals
Apply online at www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/meals and complete the e-claim for Housing and Council Tax Support
which includes the option to apply for Free School Meals or complete the on-line application form.

Extra-curricular activities

Telephone the council’s call centre on 0161 342 8355.

Poplar Street is proud of its reputation for providing an extensive range of extra- curricular activities for children. These activities
take place during lunchtime or before/ after school and include Gymnastics, Ju Jitsu, Netball, Football, Hockey, Tennis, Cross
country, multi- sports, cooking club, box fit and gym fit.

In person at one of the council’s Customer Services Offices.

Mid-morning snack

We currently provide clarinet tuition for year 3 children and swimming lessons for year 4 in school time.
Children are involved in games and matches with other schools and are given the opportunities to perform in assemblies, concerts
and productions. They often represent school in tournaments and festivals.

Fruit/ vegetables are provided daily at morning snack time free of charge for Foundation stage, year 1 and year 2
children by the National school fruit scheme. Children may bring a small snack of their own if they wish. They must
only bring healthy, low fat and low sugar snacks.

School Dress

Boys – Dark Grey trousers or shorts, White or gold polo shirt, Navy Blue sweatshirt.
Girls – Dark Grey skirt, pinafore or trousers, white or gold polo shirt, Navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan, blue and white checked dress in
summer.

Healthy snacks are available to purchase for KS2 (Year 3-6) a term in advance through the ParentPay website and
these are available at snack time daily for children.

Milk

Footwear should be suitable for school, black shoes and flat heels.

Every child under the age of five is entitled to FREE school milk. If your child is over five they are entitled to subsidised milk.

Sweatshirts, Cardigans, polo shirts and book bags with the school logo on are available from Tesco online at
www.tesco.com/ues

Register your child for school milk online at www.coolmilk.com, all payments for milk are made directly to Cool Milk.

Our school uniform can also be purchased from ‘Sallies School Wear’ in Denton or alternatively online at
www.salliesschoolwear.co.uk

Parental involvement

Pierced ears – Only studs are acceptable at school and must be removed on the days when the child has P.E. Staff will not remove or
replace earrings. Children must remove them themselves or they should be removed before coming to school.

The Home-School Partnership is vital to your child’s success at school and only by
working together can we make the most of your child’s time at Poplar Street. Parents
are invited to support the school in a number of ways: by encouraging your child at home, accompanying groups on educational visits,
helping in school and attending our various social and fund-raising events. All parental helpers have Child Protection checks through the
Local Authority. Parents’ Evenings are held in the Autumn, Spring and Summer Terms, but parents are welcome in school to discuss any
aspect of their child’s progress, at any time by appointment. A written mid year and end of year report is sent home to parents during
the school year. There is a wealth of information about the school on its website including the most recent Ofsted report and academic
standards. www.poplarstreet.tameside.sch.uk. If there is any problem concerning your child, please DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT
SCHOOL on 0161 336 4134, so that an appointment can be arranged with the class teacher, or senior member of staff if necessary.

School Meals

Poplar Street PFA

P.E. – White polyester sports t-shirt and Dark shorts (Navy/Black). Footwear for P.E should be velcro pumps for foundation stage and
Lower school children and trainers for Upper school children.
Please ensure your child’s garments are named. This helps both children and staff to ensure your child comes home with their
own uniform.
Jewellery – All items of jewellery should be left at home. We cannot be responsible for loss or damage.

Our catering team offer a selection of freshly cooked main meals and desserts every day, often including pasta, salad, fresh fruit and
yoghurt. All meals are nutritionally balanced over the course of our 3 week cycle and are served by friendly and cheerful catering
staff. Children can sit down together and enjoy their meal whilst at the same time developing social skills of eating together that are
so important in later life. A well fed and happy child is more likely to be receptive to participating in the afternoon’s activities and
someone else preparing and cooking lunch for your child saves you worrying about a packed meal every day.
If you wish for your child to have their own packed lunch, please send it in a named box. We encourage parents to send their children
with a healthy lunch and do not include sweets, chocolate bars and fizzy drinks.

(Parent’s Friends Association)
The PFA has been part of Poplar Street for some years. Members include parents, carers, teachers and ex-parents.
They meet regularly to discuss new ideas and fund raising events. The PFA provide invaluable funds which give
the whole school community extra resources and equipment. The PFA provides a valuable link between home and
school. EVERYBODY automatically becomes a member when they join our school community.

Inclusion and S.E.N (Special Educational Needs)
Every child is special and unique and many children will have additional needs at some time in their school career. Sometimes such
needs may be caused by a period of ill health or emotional upset. In these circumstances, it is even more important to work in close cooperation with parents and carers. The school always takes account of the different aptitudes and abilities of the children when planning
teaching and learning activities. Special Education Provision is additional to or different from the education generally provided for pupils
of the same age in mainstream schools. It is sometimes necessary to enlist the expertise of other services such as the Hearing Support
Service, the Educational Psychologist, the Child Development Unit or the Health Authority. Parental permission is always sought before
any referral takes place. We follow the LEA and National Guidelines for Special Educational Needs, and our ‘Special Education Needs
Policy’ has been developed after discussions with all staff, parents and governors. This policy is based on a structured procedure reflecting
the current SEN Code of Practice. We make provision for all children at our school and aim to ensure each child has access to a broad
curriculum that best meets their needs.

Child Protection
Because of day-to-day contact with children, schools are particularly well placed to observe outward signs of abuse, changes in
behaviour or failure to develop. Parents should be aware, therefore, that where it appears to a member of staff that a child may
have been neglected or abused, the school is required as part of the local Child Protection Procedures, to report their concerns to
Social Care immediately.

Complaints procedure
Any concerns about a child’s progress should be discussed with the class teacher. Any complaints concerning the curriculum, either
statutory or non statutory, should be addressed, in the first instance, to the Headteacher. If satisfaction is not received the
complaint should be made in writing, to the chair of governors. A copy of the complaints procedure is available on the school’s
website www.poplarstreet.tameside.sch.uk and by request at the school office.

Safety & Security
The safety of the children and the security of the premises are very important. We ask that children DO NOT arrive at school
very early in the morning or return to the premises after the close of school. We cannot be held responsible for children who are
around the school premises before 8.45am as there is no one to supervise them. Supervision and safety of children remains the
responsibility of the parent until this time.
All external doors are kept locked during the school day and access is by the main entrance only. All visitors should report to the
school office. Parents wanting to see a class teacher should sign in at the school office.
Please inform school in advance if there are any changes in the arrangements for the collection of your child. Children will not be allowed
to leave school without prior notice from parents/carers.
Children in Nursery/Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 should NOT be collected by any persons under the age of 16.

Curriculum
Children are encouraged to develop their abilities in a variety of ways, at the same time becoming confident and responsible
members of the school. Our intention is to encourage each child to reach their potential by catering for the needs of each
individual and by offering a wide and varied curriculum.

The School Curriculum
The curriculum is divided into key stages:

l Early Years Foundation Stage (Nursery & Reception) from 3 to 5 years.
l Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2) children from 5 to 7 years.
l Key Stage 2 (Years 3,4,5 and 6) children from 7 to 11 years.

Home School Partnership
When your child begins school you will be required to sign a Home School partnership agreement. This sets out the
guidelines for many aspects of school life and how you, as the main carer of the children in our care, can reinforce and
support the work we do at school.
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