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Marvellous Maths at Poplar Street  

EFFICIENCY

The ability to carry out 
problems easily using 

efficient methods –
stops children from 
going off track when 

solving problems

FLEXIBILITY

Allows children to choose 
the appropriate strategy for 
solving a problem and using 
another to check the results.  
Knowing and understanding 

why they are doing what 
they’re doing and when to 

use a different method

FLUENCY

The recall of 
mathematical facts -

frees the mind to 
think about concepts, 

recognise 
relationships and 
make connections

Find the value of ?

There are 10 levels of difficulty

All emojis have different values (such as 1,2,3)

All emojis and answers are whole numbers

Click on the ‘How to Play’ tab for a video that explains 

the rules in more detail

Register to join different leaderboards

www.solvemoji.com

William Emeny created this diagram to highlight the essential 
skills needed in GCSE maths topics.  YES!  You heard It here -

GCSE!!  He ranks all of the skills in order and the more skills that 
are used, the bigger/whiter they appear on the picture.

The top 5 are:

1. Multiply & divide whole numbers
2. Add and subtract whole numbers

3. BIDMAS
4. Multiply and divide decimals

5. Understand place value & the value of digits in a number

SO WHY ARE WE TELLING YOU ABOUT GCSE MATHS?

Number skills (place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division) need to be mastered in 
order for pupils to access all of the different maths topics at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.  This is 

why it is so important for us to build the firm foundations in primary school so that 

children have a deep understanding and are able apply this knowledge and understanding right the 
way through high school and into their adult lives. 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/ https://play.numbots.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbe

ebies/shows/numberblocks



SPATIAL THINKING IN EARLY YEARS 

From the day that babies are born, spatial awareness 

begins and by 18 months old, basic spatial concepts 

such as direction, distance and location are learnt 

just by moving around.  Moving forwards, backwards

or between things is an important milestone in 

learning at this age.

Playing with puzzles from an early age also builds a 

child’s spatial awareness.  Manipulating pieces in 

jigsaw puzzles for example and knowing where they 

go, helps develop problem-solving skills. Copying 

drawings and making models from memory are other 

ways of  developing these skills too. 

Outdoor learning, a space to play and different 

opportunities in the home can often be overlooked as 

an important place to learn about spatial thinking. 

Length, area, volume and weight allow children to talk

about a variety of  different objects and learn things 

such as comparing, estimating and imagining.  

Encourage 

physical 

exploration

Seize everyday opportunities in the 

home to use spatial language…

Does this go over or under?

Which way does this go?

Will this fit? Is this on the left or on the right?

What shape can you see?

Build structures with blocks 

and construction toys 

Draw what has 

been made
Use and create 

maps

Play with 

puzzles and 

jigsaws

Is this heavier or lighter?

NSPCC Number Day 2021

Confirmed as Fri 7th May 2021

Poplar Street will be joining many schools around the country for NSPCC’s

Dress Up for Digits number day. For a voluntary contribution, children can come

to school dressed as any number. It could be as simple as a spotty t-shirt or as

adventurous as a dice costume. There are plenty of ideas on the internet to

inspire creative costume ideas. We will be dedicating the full day to practical

maths activities. We are very excited to take part in this maths day whilst also

raising money for a charity that helps to protect children.

#numberday

#NSPCC

Take part and make 

maths count!


