Poplar Street EYFS
Welcome to Poplar Street Primary School’s Early Years page, where we are delighted to tell you all about
our exciting and motivating Nursery and Reception classes. Our Early Years Foundation stage includes
Nursery (3 year olds) and two Reception classes (4-5 Year olds). The EYFS is led by a team of experienced
teachers and teaching assistants. Our practitioners are effective, and knowledgeable in promoting
challenging and enjoyable play experiences for our pupils. We aim to provide a positive environment where
pupils are safe and happy and where they are listened to and valued.
At Poplar Street, we are proud to provide an anti-racist and inclusive approach to teaching and learning,
ensuring our curriculum and learning environment promotes the cultural diversity reflected within our school
community.
Early Years Staff
Foundation Stage Manager and Assistant Head: Mrs Williams
Early Years Teachers Mrs Kearns, Miss Doyle, Miss Ola, Miss Qureshi and Miss Lewis
Teaching Assistants: Mrs Latham, Mrs Boucher, Mrs Read and Miss Brown
Nursery Sessions:
Monday-Friday 8.45-11.45am and 12.15-3.15pm
Reception Sessions:
Monday – Friday 9.00-3.00pm
Intent
At Poplar Street, we aim to create a safe, happy and caring environment in which children and adults alike
can flourish. We want everyone to enjoy learning and to achieve the highest possible standards. We
encourage children to learn through participation in a stimulating, challenging and creative curriculum.
Children develop moral values, spiritual awareness and a respect for their own cultures and beliefs and
those of other people. We aim to equip our children with the necessary skills and attitudes to be
responsible members of society and to develop a lifelong love of learning. Our Early Years curriculum is
designed to provide a broad and balanced education that meets the needs of all pupils. It facilitates them to
gain the skills, knowledge and understanding, as they start out on their educational journey, supporting
them to progress from their individual starting points and preparing them for the next stage in their learning.
Our ethos in Early Years is to support each child’s personal, social and emotional development so that they
feel safe and secure and are ready to learn. Through the seven areas of learning we provide topics that
excite and engage the children, building on their own interests and developing their experiences of the
world around them. We recognise that all children come into our setting with varied experiences and all
staff work hard to ensure that the learning opportunities provided widen their knowledge and understanding
of the world, setting ambitious expectations for all children. Our curriculum celebrates diversity and
supports the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Our ‘Start High, Stay High’ principal
ensures that all children, including those children with particular needs, including SEND, are supported
appropriately allowing them to be successful.
The Early Years Foundation Stage
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards for learning, development and care for
children from birth to five. The Statutory Framework for the EYFS contains the legal requirements and
statutory guidance that we follow at Poplar Street. Nursery and Reception classes are referred to as the
foundation stage of learning, because it is during this time that attitudes to learning are formed and social
skills developed which lay the foundations for future learning.
There are four over-arching principles as stated in the Statutory Framework for the EYFS. These are:

•

A unique child every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.

•

Positive relationships: children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.
Enabling environments: children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and

•

support from adults who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their
learning over time.
•

Learning and development: children develop and learn at different rates. The framework covers the
education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND)

Please find the link for the EYFS framework below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2

Learning Through Play
We believe that play is fundamental to children’s learning. Staff work hard to provide a stimulating
environment, together with engaging and interactive lessons and experiences that will move children’s
learning on and to teach the new skills and knowledge that children need to progress in all areas of their
development and learning. Children are given opportunities to choose activities and direct their own
play. Our team understands that children are unique and we take into consideration their ideas and
interests during the planning process. Opportunities and experiences are based on active learning and play
is valued as key to children’s healthy development. The children participate in a balance of adult led and
child initiated activities all based around the 7 areas of learning. Throughout the day the children are given
opportunities to choose activities and direct their own play practising and consolidating taught skills. When
planning and guiding what children learn, we reflect on the different rates at which children are developing
and adjust our practice appropriately. We also consider the different ways in which children learn and use
the Characteristics of Effective learning to guide our planning and teaching.
These are listed below:
• Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things and ‘have a go’
• Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy
achievements
• Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between
ideas and develop strategies for doing things

The Early Years Curriculum
The EYFS curriculum is split into 7 areas of learning. All areas are important and interconnected. The
children are taught and assessed under the sections of the EYFS set out below.
The prime areas of learning are:
Communication and language development: we aim to provide a language rich environment where our
children can express themselves and speak and listen in a range of situations supporting them to develop
their language, vocabulary and communication skills.
Personal, Social and Emotional development: Children are supported to develop social skills, respect
and an understanding of their different feelings.

Physical development: we plan for the environment to support development of both fine and gross motorskills, alongside an understanding that continued physical activity as well as healthy food choices are
important, and why.
The specific areas are:
Literacy development: Children are supported to discover phonemic awareness – the ability to hear and
identify different words and sounds, and also to start reading and writing.
Mathematics: we support and guide children in developing skills with numbers and calculations, as well as
being able to describe shapes, spaces, and measures.
Understanding the World: Children are offered opportunities to make sense of things by observing and
exploring everything from the places they spend time to the technology and other things that they use.
Expressive Arts and Design: A range of experiences, for example, drawing, playing with paint,
instruments or technology give children the chance to express themselves and learn new things.
We use the Department for Education’s Development Matters to guide our curriculum across both Nursery
and Reception classes. At the end of the Reception year, an EYFS profile is completed for each child. Each
child is assessed in relation to the Early Learning Goal (ELG) descriptors
Link to Development Matters:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters--2
Early Reading
High quality stories form a vital part of the curriculum at Poplar Street. These stories are shared with the
children and often lead on to inspire the learning in class during each week. Stories are read on a daily
basis and all EYFS children have a daily opportunity to vote for the story to be read that day.

We use Ruth Miskin’s Read Write Inc programmed to teach phonics and early reading skills. The Ruth
Miskin website has lots of free Read Write Inc. Phonics resources to help your child, including eBooks,
practice sheets and parent films.
We suggest you start by watching this film for parents. What is Read Write Inc.
Phonics?: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ

In Nursery, children are introduced to phonics through Phase 1 Letters and Sounds. Activities are broken
into seven different aspects:
• Aspect 1 - Environmental Sound Discrimination
• Aspect 2 - Instrumental Sound Discrimination
• Aspect 3 - Body Percussion Sound Discrimination
• Aspect 4 - Rhythm and Rhyme
• Aspect 5 - Alliteration

Read Write Inc Set 1 single letter Speed Sounds picture names are taught in the Spring term and then Set
1 sounds taught in Summer term.
In the Reception classes, children take part in daily RWInc sessions. The children are assessed and
regrouped half termly.
Your child will be working at one of the following stages whilst in EYFS:
Learning Set 1 Speed Sounds
These are the Set 1 Speed Sounds written with one letter:

m a s d t i n p g o c k u b f e l h r j v y w z x
These are the sounds written with two letters (your child will call these ‘special friends’):
sh th ch qu ng nk ck
Check if your child can read these sounds. Make sure they say sounds like ‘mmm’, not letter names like
Watch the video below to help you:
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/#videos
It is really important to say the sounds clearly to help your child learn them. We say ‘mmmm’ not ‘muh’ and
‘lllll’ not ‘luh’ when teaching the sounds. This really helps children when they learn to blend sounds together
to read words.
Learning to blend with Set 1 Speed Sounds
Your child is learning to read words containing Set 1 Speed Sounds by sound blending. For example:
m-a-t mat
c-a-t cat
g-o-t got
f-i-sh fish
s-p-o-t spot
b-e-s-t best
s-p-l-a-sh splash.
What is Fred Talk?
Adults in school will introduce your child to a toy frog called Fred once he or she is ready to start reading
words. Fred can only say the sounds in a word and needs your child to help him read the word. Fred will
say the sounds and children will work out the word. For example, Fred will say the sounds c–a–t, and
children will say the word cat. This is Fred Talk: sounding out the word. If your child is learning to blend,
watch the Sound Blending video for tips on how to support them:
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book/read-write-inc-phonics--1/sound-blendingphonics-video
Learning Set 2 Speed Sounds
These are the Set 2 Speed Sounds:
ay ee igh ow (as in blow) oo (as in zoo)
oo (as in look) ar or air ir ou (as in out) oy
Check if your child can read these sounds.
In Reception, when your child knows some of the Set 1 sounds, they will bring home a book to share with
you. The book will focus on the sounds your child has learnt so far. It important that you read the same
book with your child every day until the book is changed for a new one. This if to develop fluency and
understanding. By the end of the week, the aim is for your child to read the book independently with
accuracy, fluency and expression and without having to Fred Talk
Maths
Building firm foundations
When it comes to maths teaching in the early years, it’s important that children begin to develop a sense of
the underlying concepts and structures of maths.
We use the Power Maths scheme to support teaching and learning. We use a wide variety of activities help
our children develop a deep understanding of the composition of numbers and a sense of what happens
when they manipulate the numbers, an important core skill that they need to master in order to be
successful in maths later on.
We use the Concrete - Pictorial - Abstract (CPA) in which children explore new maths concepts in a
concrete way using real-life situations and objects and use mathematical representations, such as counters
or a ten-frame, in order to help them make sense of abstract numbers and symbols. Being able to touch,
feel and manipulate the maths supports our children develop an understanding of the underlying concepts.
The next step is to move children from that solid starting point to a pictorial approach. Teaching children
how to represent objects is a good starting point (such as toy versions of animals) to representation with

something less obviously linked (such as counters and a part-whole model) ensures children develop an
understanding of representation, building a firm foundation for later success in maths.
We support our children to develop abstract mathematical thinking starting with activities using sound and
movement – how many claps can you hear? Can you hop five times? Activities like these ensure children
are not relying solely on visual cues, helping them take steps towards working in the abstract.
When introducing new mathematical concepts, we use correct mathematical language from the start and
plan for this vocabulary to be embedded into everyday classroom life to help children to understand how
the concepts apply in a variety of real-life situations. For example, asking children to line up in twos or
threes, to sort pens and pencils into different pots as part of tidying up and to talk about the properties of
everyday objects.
Other areas of the curriculum
EYFS children have a weekly PE, drama and yoga sessions as well as taught sessions of art, music,
geography, history and PSED throughout the year
Our Environment
Our environment plays a key role in supporting children’s learning and development across all seven areas
of the EYFS. Children learn and develop best in caring and supportive environments which respond to the
children’s individual needs. We plan to create an environment that ensures that children grow and develop
to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.
Indoor
As a staff we work hard to make the environment welcoming and enticing. We want our children to feel
safe, secure, happy and confident to play and learn. We ensure that the environment is well-planned with
familiar areas and resources to support developing security and confidence, but which is flexible to
accommodate children’s changing interests, needs and new learning opportunities. Resources are carefully
chosen and are planned to be accessible by children themselves.

Outdoor Play
Being outdoors supports confidence and allows opportunities for big scale play, problem-solving and
creativity in the company of other children. Physical activity is enhanced. So is calculated risk taking. Our
EYFS team believe that children’s free choice is a critical factor in enriching their learning and contributing
to their well-being and development. The outdoor area is an important part of the EYFS with many children
choosing to learn outside for much of the day. Children have access to outdoor space on a daily basis –
regardless of all except the worst weather. Children use play in the natural environment to learn about the
world they inhabit with others. We try to ensure that the range of activities outside reflect the different
curriculum areas.
Both Nursery and Reception have their own self-contained outdoor areas with both grass and hard-play
surfaces. Parts of the areas are covered to provide shelter, and there are spaces for water and sand play,
digging in soil and climbing.
Partnerships with Parents and Carers
We believe that parents and carers are a child’s first educators. We believe in a close partnership between
parents and staff. We view parents and carers contributions as a vital part of our ongoing assessments of
the children. We want parents to feel they can speak to us about their child and to feel comfortable in our
setting. We use do jo, and online system, which parents can use to communicate with staff. They can also
use do jo to share their child’s achievements at home using photographs, videos or the written word. We

hold parent consultation evenings each term in addition to Stay and Play sessions. In the first five years, a
child learns more rapidly than they are ever going to learn in the rest of their life. It is a period when
learning is most rapid. It is therefore of utmost importance, that children are given a solid foundation in
these vital early years, on which to build their future learning. This can only happen if staff and parents work
in partnership. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents/carers. If you
have any questions or worries about your child, please do come and discuss them with the Early Years
team.
How you can help to prepare your child for EYFS:
• Share books and stories
• Teach your child nursery rhymes
• Play turn-taking games such as snakes and ladders
• Talk about numbers and teach your child to count objects accurately; you could involve your child
around the house by counting out the bowls or spoons needed to lay the table, counting steps up
and down the stairs, look at house numbers or numbers on cars or buses
• Talk about mathematical concepts such as taller, shorter, heavier, lighter, full, half full, less than,
more than, higher, lower
• Let your child handle money and learn to recognise coins
• Talk about shapes and colours
• Encourage your child to put on and take off their own coat, to dress and undress themselves,
including using buttons and zips
• Ensure your child can manage use of the toilet by themselves, including washing their hands
afterwards
Settling in during the early days
During your child’s first few weeks in EYFS, we will spend a lot of time really getting to know your children
and helping them to settle into the new routines of school. We will be observing and joining in with the
children as they play and will carry out planned activities and games to help us to get to know the children.
In the Reception classes, we will carry out the government’s Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) which
is a short assessment taken in the first six weeks in which the children start Reception.
Supporting your child with their learning
Read with your child every day. Set aside some time each day in a comfortable, quiet space, when
distractions are minimised, to enjoy reading together. Reading stories to your child helps them to develop a
love of reading and good story language. It also helps them to develop their understanding. Children who
love stories and who are able to talk about and to retell stories have a great starting place when it comes to
writing.
Reading also includes listening to Reception aged children read to you. Little and often is the key – children
who read regularly at home for just 5-10 minutes a day, especially in the early years, grow in confidence as
readers.
Throughout the school year we will regularly send home learning activities, such as number games or
challenges, phonics and handwriting activities and words to learn to read. Children are asked to share a
weekend activity with their friends during a Monday circle time session. Photos, drawings and objects of
interest eg conkers, Autumn leaves can be shared with the class. The children are encouraged to talk
about the weekend to develop confidence and communication and language skills.
If you have any questions about how you can support your child, please speak to a member of staff at the
end of the day or send a message via do jo. There will also be opportunities at Parents Evenings to discuss
this.

Attendance
It is very important that your child is punctual and attends school every day to support good progress in
their learning. Arriving late at school is unsettling for your child and also means that your child misses the
first taught session of the day. It is very tricky for children when they miss the start of the day or are absent
for a day and then need to try to catch up with their learning. As a school, we really believe that every day
counts and we encourage and reward good attendance. If your child is unwell, and as a result will be
absent from school, please ring the school office that morning to inform us of the reason for the absence.
School Uniform
Our school uniform can be ordered from Sallies in Denton or via the website My clothing.
Uniform consists of :
Black school shoes, white polo shirt, grey skirt, dress or trousers, navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan. Your
child will need to bring a coat every day, as children in EYFS access the outdoor areas every day, whatever
the weather.
PE is an important part of the curriculum and EYFS children take part in weekly sessions. On PE days,
children need to come to school wearing suitable sports clothing. This could be, tee shirt, shorts or jogging
bottoms and trainers.
Children will need to bring a book-bag to school each day for their reading book, any home-learning
activities and for letters. Please check your child’s book-bag each day.
Please ensure that all children’s clothing and belongings are clearly named so that mislaid property can
quickly be returned to its owner.
Behaviour for Learning
We believe that the most effective and efficient learning is achieved in a happy, calm and caring
community. In order to develop and foster this we aim to be positive and consistent in all of our
relationships. Our behaviour policy focuses on making good choices. Learning and behaviour expectations
are discussed and shared with the children so that they understand what is expected of them. Occasionally,
some children may make poor behaviour choices, where a classroom expectation is broken. All staff take a
positive approach to dealing with such incidents and aim to develop the child’s understanding of
expectations and how this can be put right or avoided for the future. Following this, a child may be given a
short period of time to reflect upon this in a quiet area of the classroom.
Lunchtimes
Reception children:
All Reception children are entitled to free school meals. The school kitchen cooks healthy school lunches
each day. If your child would prefer a packed lunch they can bring a healthy, nut-free lunch to school. We
do ask that children have healthy foods, so no fizzy drinks or sweets in lunch boxes please.
Nursery Children:
30-hour nursery children will need to bring a packed lunch to school. At present, we do not provide a
cooked meal for nursery aged children.
Snacks
Parents do not need to send children into school with a drink or snack. Children are offered a fruit snack
before lunch. Water is available throughout the day, and parents can order milk for their children if they
wish to do so.

We are really looking forward to sharing your child’s learning journey with you and look forward to meeting
you very soon.
The EYFS team

